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The Central Highlands agricultural industry is diverse, 
productive and growing.  In the past five years, the 
region has outperformed its peers in terms of agricultural 
GVP per hectare, GVP per capita and growth. From 
2011-12 to 2015-16, the average value generated 
per hectare increased at a cumulative growth rate of 
12 per cent, compared to six per cent nationally.

Central Highlands Regional Council is committed to 
fostering this growth and has collaborated with Central 
Highlands Development Corporation to deliver the Central 
Highlands Accelerate Agribusiness (CHAA) initiative.  
CHAA aims at growing, promoting and realising the 
value and opportunities for all agricultural businesses.

Supported by the Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, an outcome of the initiative is the following 
document, profiling the agricultural capability in 
our region.  The document uses the latest statistical 
data and industry knowledge to showcase our 
commodities, infrastructure, resources and people.

I encourage you to make contact with our Agribusiness 
Development Coordinator for further information on the 
Central Highlands agricultural industry, the growth frontier  
of Australia.

Councillor Kerry Hayes
Chairman, Central Highlands Development Corporation
Mayor, Central Highlands Regional Council
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Overview
IN THE CENTRE OF QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA, LIES THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS, ONE 
OF THE STATE’S KEY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS, GENERATING OVER $740 MILLION 
PER ANNUM IN ECONOMIC VALUE.

Extensive beef production and broadacre cropping (cereal 
and pulses) are the key drivers of the value.  The region is 
also an important cotton producer and boasts a thriving 
citrus and table grape sector.  Niche and emerging crops 
include macadamias, melons, lychees, figs and potatoes.

Not only is the Central Highlands agricultural industry 
productive and diverse, it is growing.  From 2011 to 
2016, the region has seen a cumulative growth in the 
average value produced per hectare of 12 per cent,  
well surpassing the national average of six per cent.

A key comparative advantage of the region is its secure, 
reliable, quality water supply provided by Queensland’s 
second largest water storage, the Fairbairn Dam; the 
Nogoa Mackenzie Water Supply Scheme, and the 
Nogoa, Comet, Mackenzie and Dawson Rivers.

A warmer sub-tropical climate provides the opportunity 
for broadacre and horticultural crops to be planted in 
both spring and summer.  For horticultural producers, the 
Central Highlands’ climate allows them to supply early 
season fresh produce to southern domestic markets and 
counter-seasonal exports to the northern hemisphere.

The region boasts large areas of high quality agricultural 
soil used for broadacre and irrigated cropping.  This has 
been recognised by the Queensland Government which 
has formally identified a third of the region as Strategic 
Cropping Land (SCL) and Priority Agricultural Areas 
(PAA).

Processing and handling infrastructure in the region 
includes cotton gins, grain handling facilities and the 
modern Emerald livestock saleyards. 

A strong professional, technical and sales service industry 
supports Central Queensland and northern Australian 
agriculture. Research capability is underpinned by the 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and CQUniversity 
Emerald campus. 

The region is a strategic hub for Queensland’s freight 
and logistics.  The Central Highlands is serviced by an 
average of 36 flights per week between Emerald and 

Brisbane, and is connected to the east coast by electrified 
rail.  Major road freight routes run through the region, 
north-south and east-west.

The new intermodal port, CQ Inland Port, located at 
Yamala, will be operational in September 2018. Coupled 
with a new rail siding, it will provide the ability to  
handle longer trains and faster train cycling times  
to the Gladstone Port.

Over two-thirds (68 per cent) of Central Highlands 
produce is exported, primarily to the USA and Asian  
FTA markets. 

Sources: Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 2015-2016; ACIL Allen (2017) 
Central Highlands Agribusiness Regional Stocktake – November 2017 Update; 
Queensland Land Use Mapping Program (QLUMP) (2009)

$740+m
GROSS VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL 

PRODUCTION (GVP)

59,836km2
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA

12%
PERCENTAGE 

INCREASE IN GVP  
PER HECTARE

Australian Bureau of Statistics (2015-16) *ABS data survey can vary significantly 
due to survey and privacy requirements. Pulse Australia has estimated 2015-16 
pulse production to be $207 million; Table grape industry has estimated 2015-16 
production at $60.2 million; ACIL Allen estimates citrus value to be $40 million.

● Cattle

● Sorghum

● Wheat

● Other broadacre grains

● Chickpeas* 

● Mungbeans

● Cotton

● Table grapes* 

● Citrus*

●  All other agricultural products

10.4

57.9

21.7

28.2

11.0
38.5

540.8

6.1

1.1
21.9

Central Highlands Agricultural Commodities:  
production value ($ million)
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Strategic Cropping Land (SCL) 
has been identified by the State 
Government as a finite resource 
that must be conserved and 
managed for the longer term.

Priority Agricultural Areas (PAA) 
are strategic areas identified 
by the State Government as 
containing significant clusters  
of priority agricultural land 
uses, ie high value, intensive 
agricultural uses. 

SIZE

PAA
984,705ha 1,752,329ha

SCL

17.5%
SCL AS A PERCENTAGE 

OF TOTAL 
QUEENSLAND  

SCL

23%
PAA AS A PERCENTAGE 

OF TOTAL 
QUEENSLAND  

PAA
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THE FAIRBAIRN DAM IS THE SECOND LARGEST WATER STORAGE IN QUEENSLAND AND 
SUPPLIES WATER TO THE NOGOA MACKENZIE WATER SUPPLY SCHEME (WSS).  THE 
SCHEME PROVIDES IRRIGATORS WITH SECURE, RELIABLE WATER ALLOCATIONS. BOTH 
PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY WATER SALES ARE AVAILABLE, AND DELIVERY CHARGES 
ARE COMPETITIVELY PRICED IN COMPARISON TO OTHER REGIONAL SCHEMES.

The Nogoa Mackenzie WSS was established in 1968 
to meet the agricultural, mining and urban water 
requirements of the Central Highlands.  The central 
feature of the scheme is the conservation of water from 
the Nogoa River by Fairbairn Dam, near Emerald.  Water 
is delivered from the Dam by two gravity-fed irrigation 
delivery systems, the Selma and Weemah channels,  
as well as via the river.

Fairbairn Dam
Fairbairn Dam is built across the Nogoa Gap,  
19 kilometres upstream of Emerald.  
Lake name:  Lake Maraboon
Structure:  Earth-fill embankment
Storage level above original bed:  31.7 metres
Storage capacity:  1,301,000 ML
Surface area at full supply: 15,000 hectares
Pump stations:  4
Year completed:  1972

Weirs
Selma (full supply volume 1,180 ML) and Bedford (22,900 
ML) weirs are located downstream from the Dam on the 
Nogoa River as well as Bingegang (8,060 ML) and Tartrus 
(12,000 ML) weirs on the Mackenzie River system.

Water Entitlements
A water entitlement is an ongoing right to exclusive share 
of water from a water resource.  They are a title separate 
from a land title and can be bought, sold and leased 
independently in a similar way to land.

The Nogoa Mackenzie WSS, owned and operated 
by SunWater, currently has 232,000 ML of water 
entitlements.  The volume of water available is calculated 
annually and called an Announced Allocation.  

Nogoa Mackenzie WSS Water Use Statistics (2016-17)

Customer 
Segment

Water 
Entitlements 

(ML)

Available 
Water
(ML)

Water 
Deliveries 

(ML)

Temporary 
Transfer 
Purchase 

Volume (ML)

Industrial 27,807 27,895 11,864 7

Irrigation 163,083 199,440 138,267 62,694

Urban 8,548 8,258 5,754 28

Other 339 383 215 4

SunWater 32,081 30,867 12,807 18

Total 231,859 266,843 168,908 62,751

SunWater 2017

There are two types of water allocations available from 
the Nogoa Mackenzie WSS - high priority and medium 
priority. High priority water allocations are typically used 
for Urban and Industrial purposes as well as high value 
cropping such as trees and vines.  Medium priority water 
allocations generally have a lower reliability compared 
to high priority water allocations.  Due to their lower cost 
and greater volume, they are predominantly used for 
agricultural production.

The Queensland Government has established water 
allocation security objectives (WSOs) for the scheme 
using models which use historic and calculated data 
from rainfall and stream flow, and are specified in the 
Queensland Government Water Resource Plan (WRP) for 
the Fitzroy Basin. For High Priority allocations these are 
95 to 100 per cent monthly reliability, and for Medium 
Priority allocations: 82 to 88 per cent monthly reliability.  
The recorded annual Announced Allocation for the 19 
year period from 1988-89 until 2015-16 demonstrates 
the high reliability and security of water in the region even 
during periods of extended dry conditions:

• 100 per cent every year for High Priority; and 
•  100 per cent for Medium Priority for every year bar 

1998-99 (90 per cent) and 2006-07 (80 per cent).

Nogoa Mackenzie 
Water Supply System
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Fees and charges for medium priority water allocation 
are regulated and set by the Queensland Competition 
Authority. 

Additional Irrigation Areas
Other important irrigation areas include the Comet River, 
Theresa Retreat Creek and the “Big Bend” (Mackenzie 
River), where additional water is made available 
from privately owned infrastructure which is collected 
in off-stream storages (Unsupplemented Allocation). 
Unsupplemented surface water (river) entitlements have 
daily and annual volumetric limits and are governed by 
stream flow rates.

Maximum Total Annual Volumetric Limits of 
Unsupplemented Water Allocation 

Water Management Area ML

Comet River 80,000

Theresa Retreat Creek 9,085

Mackenzie River anabranch 4,740
DNRM Fitzroy Basin ROP

Landholders at Duaringa are supplied by supplemented 
surface water entitlements from the Dawson River 
Management Scheme.

Groundwater
Groundwater in the Central Highlands region is managed 
under two catchment areas: Highlands Groundwater 
Management Area (GMA) and Carnarvon GMA.   

A tender process is currently underway by the 
Queensland Government for the sale of unallocated 
groundwater volumes.

All water use in the Central Highlands is governed by the 
Queensland Government Water Act 2000 (Water Act) 
and the water planning framework: Water Reform and 
Other Legislation Amendment Act 2014 (WROLA Act). 
These frameworks ensure that water is allocated within 
sustainable limits. 

New Water Opportunities
Opportunities remain for new water allocations for 
agriculture in the region. Water can be transferred 
temporarily or permanently from the industrial sector.  
Modernisation of the Nogoa Mackenzie WSS irrigation 
delivery systems could provide as much as 12,000 ML of 
MP allocation onto the market for productive use through 
the reduction of channel losses and the sale of that 
allocation. 

Longer term, Queensland and Australian Government 
environmental approvals have been granted for the Lower 
Fitzroy River Infrastructure Project (LFRIP) to proceed. 
Rookwood Weir is part of the proposed works located 
on the Fitzroy River, approximately 66 km south-west 
of Rockhampton.  Stage 2 works would provide access 
to additional allocations to irrigators within the Central 
Highlands Regional Council local government area. A 
detailed business case analysis has been completed and 
is under consideration by proponents.

Sources: SunWater (2017) Annual Report 2016 – 2017; DNRM Fitzroy Basin 
Resource Operations Plan; www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water (2017);  www.fitzroyweirs.
com.au (2017)
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The region is a critical and strategic staging point in the 
northern Australian beef supply chain.  Cattle from the 
northern regions of the Northern Territory and Western 
Australia are typically either sold to live export or relocated 
to the more favourable growing conditions of the Central 
Highlands to be fattened before processing in Queensland.

The Central Highlands is located in the heart of the summer 
rainfall zones which provides a range of options in terms of 
herd genetics and feeding regimes. 

Cattle are grazed on native Brigalow and improved 
pastures with productivity driven by high soil fertility and 
water holding capacity. The environment supports the 
production of cattle that are suitable for the high-quality 
domestic market and premium export markets.

Accordingly, the Central Highlands is serviced by three 
major export- focused abattoirs, which are located within 
a 300 kilometre radius of the region on the east coast of 
Queensland.

Organisation Location Daily Processing 
Capacity

JBS Australia Rockhampton 696

Teys Australia Rockhampton 1,731

Teys Australia Biloela 703

ABARE 2015

Over 600 livestock enterprises operate in the Central 
Highlands either as stand-alone enterprises or in 
combination with raingrown and irrigated cropping. 
Substantial private and publicly listed companies run 
integrated cattle and beef operations from the region, 
including the Australian Agricultural Company, the North 
Australian Pastoral Company (NAPCO), Clark & Tait 
and the Acton Land and Cattle Company. These include 
backgrounding and finishing, supported by feedlotting 
operations of up to 120,000 Standard Cattle Unit (SCU) 
capacity.  

The Central Highlands has 59 feedlots, with the majority 
operated as opportunity feedlots. With access to reliable, 
secure water allocations, there is significant opportunity to 
develop new feedlot facilities and operations in the region.

Livestock producers employ best practice including 
performance recording and evaluation, Total Genetic 
Resource Management (TGRM), feed efficiency testing, 
walk-over weighing technologies and genomics.

Emerald Saleyards
The contemporary Emerald Saleyards complex is the 
Central Highlands’ premier livestock selling centre, and 
holds weekly and special sales serviced by a group of 
highly competent and experienced livestock and property 
agents. Over the past five years, an average of around 
100,000 head of cattle, worth $100 million, have been 
yarded each year. The welfare facilities located at the 
Saleyards provide a cost-effective centre for the inspection 
and treatment of livestock moving across Queensland’s 
cattle tick biosecurity zones.

Markets
In addition to the live cattle selling centre in Emerald, the 
region is serviced by the Central Queensland Livestock 
Exchange (CQLX) located eight kilometres west of 
Rockhampton.  The majority of cattle are transported to 
these facilities by road, however Aurizon also provides 
a regular weekly schedule of cattle services via rail 
which travel from Emerald to Rockhampton and Brisbane 
abattoirs. 

Once beef cattle have been processed, the final product 
is delivered to domestic customers or to the Brisbane 
and Townsville ports for export. $365 million of Central 
Highlands’ beef is exported to Japan (25 per cent), the 
United States (24 per cent), South Korea (17 per cent) and 
China (seven per cent).

Sources: ABS 2015-2016; ACIL Allen (2017); QLUMP (2009); ABARES (2015) 
Australia’s Beef Supply Chains

BEEF PRODUCTION IS THE LARGEST AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITY IN THE CENTRAL 
HIGHLANDS. IN 2015-16, THE VALUE OF PRODUCTION AMOUNTED TO AN 
ESTIMATED $540 MILLION, ACCOUNTING FOR 70 PER CENT OF THE TOTAL 
AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT FOR THE REGION. THE REGION SUPPORTS 1.37 MILLION 
HEAD OF CATTLE, OR 5.5 PER CENT OF THE NATIONAL HERD.  

Beef

4.5million ha
AREA OF GRAZING LAND USE

Largest herd 
size in Australia
BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA

$540m
VALUE OF BEEF 
PRODUCTION
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Broadacre Cropping
THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS BROADACRE CROPPING REGION IS UNIQUE WITHIN 
THE NORTHERN CROPPING REGION OF QUEENSLAND, NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
VICTORIA DUE TO ITS FAVOURABLE SOIL AND CLIMATE CHARACTERISTICS.

Chickpea, sorghum, wheat and mungbeans are the most 
significant commodities produced, with barley, corn, 
peanuts, sunflower and forage crops also grown.

Cropping occurs on alluvial, brigalow and undulating 
open downs basalt-derived black soil plain soils which 
are characterised by superior water-holding capacity of 
at least 150mm per metre. Modern farming techniques of 
controlled traffic farming (CTF), zero-tillage and precision 
agriculture maximise moisture conservation and are widely 
adopted by producers. 

These farming systems have delivered stable average  
yields in cereal production which are comparable to  
other cropping regions even in low rainfall years.

Pulses (chickpea) Yields (ton/ha)

Sorghum Yields (ton/ha)

ACIL Allen from ABS

Most regions in Australia are only able to produce one 
broadacre crop per year. Crop planting windows in the 
Central Highlands region are wider, and crops mature 
more quickly due to its warmer climate. When conditions 
permit, this allows an increased cropping intensity of two 
crops to be planted and harvested in a year without yield 
penalties.  The risk of damage from frost is also low.

Climate & Rainfall (Emerald Airport)

Bureau of Meteorology (14 January 2018)

More than 400 operations across the region grow grains, 
pulses and oilseeds primarily produced under raingrown 
conditions.  More than 45,300 ha of broadacre crops are  
grown under flood, lateral and pivot irrigation.  

The ABS conservatively values broadacre cropping at 
$103 million, making it the second largest agricultural 
activity in the Central Highlands.

*Combined Value of Cereal, Pulse and Mung Bean
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Grain Handling Facilities
Grain handling facilities are located at Dingo, Emerald, 
Capella, Gindie and Springsure.

Location Organisation Processing Capacity

Dingo Graincorp Wheat and 
sorghum

20,000 
– 30,000 

tonnes

Emerald Graincorp Chickpea, wheat 
and sorghum

85,000 
tonnes

Capella Graincorp Chickpea, wheat 
and sorghum

80,000 
tonnes

Gindie Graincorp Wheat and 
sorghum

35,000 
tonnes

Springsure Ryan Grain 
Services

Chickpea, wheat 
and sorghum

29,000 
tonnes

CHDC 2017

Graincorp has announced the construction of an $18.5 
million state-of-the-art grain handling facility at Yamala in 
2018.  The 180,00Kt receival and storage site will be built 
within the CQ Inland Port and feature a high speed rail 
loader and faster train cycle times to Gladstone. GrainCorp 
has guaranteed a $5/tonne reduced freight costs to users 
of the site from the expanded use of the rail system.

The bulk of grain is transported by road to grain 
handling facilities and by road and rail to port facilities. 
Many Central Highlands farmers have made significant 
investments in on-farm storage.  The trend towards on-farm 
storage has allowed growers to maximise marketing 
opportunities and minimise storage and handling costs.

Markets
Nearly all of the region’s grain and pulse production is 
exported. $63 million of the region’s grains are exported 
to Asian FTA markets through the Mackay, Gladstone and 
Brisbane ports.

Central Highlands Exports 2016 – Broadacre Cropping

Commodity Total 
($million)

Major Markets 
(share)

Cereal crops $24.6 China (71%)
Japan (7%)

South Korea (4%)

Non-cereal 
crops

$16.3 India (55%)
Bangladesh (11%)

Pakistan (8%)

Mung beans $21.6 India (41%)
Vietnam (20%)
China (10%)

ACIL Allen 2017

Chickpea
In recent years, chickpea has become the most valuable 
raingrown crop and important cropping value driver for the 
Central Highlands.

Pulse Australia estimates the Central Highlands grew more 
than 260,000 tonnes from 140,000ha of desi chickpea 
worth around $207 million to our region, and contributing 
30 per cent of chickpea exports from Queensland in 
2015-16. (ABS estimates the amount and value of chickpea 
grown in 2015-16 as $28 million and 31,800 ha.)

Central Highlands’ chickpeas are a staple food in the 
Middle East and the subcontinent. The region has an ‘early 
window’ market advantage as it is harvested before the 
rest of Australia and produces a larger, light coloured desi 
chickpea which is considered to be top quality in the Indian 
and Pakistan markets.

As a winter crop which can be planted in stored soil 
moisture, they are particularly well suited to the region’s 
climate, and provide advantages as a rotation within the 
cropping system.

AGRIBUSINESS: Central Highlands, Queensland, Australia
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Sorghum 
Sorghum is another key agricultural activity in the Central 
Highlands region, producing eight per cent of the national 
sorghum crop, valued at $40 million. 

Grown in the summer, red grain sorghum varieties are 
almost exclusively used as feed grains for the domestic 
cattle, pigs and poultry industries. Japan is a major 
importer of Australian sorghum for feeding livestock, with 
demand growing from China. New varieties including 
white sorghum and food-grade sorghums are being 
developed and trialled in the region. These sorghums offer 
a niche market as flour ingredients for those with allergies 
to wheat gluten.

The sorghum area has averaged 70,000 ha in the 2007-
08 to 2015-16 period, with a maximum of 115,000 ha 
planted in 2014-15.  With stable yields of around 2.35 
tonnes per hectare, the grain sorghum production for the 
period has oscillated from a low of 104,500 tonnes in 
2009-10 to a high of 274,000 tonnes in the 2014-15 
season. Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) has 
modelled the average yields for the region to be most likely 
between 2.6 t/ha ranging to 3.6 t/ha in CTF systems.

Wheat
The area dedicated to wheat has averaged 90,000 ha 
in the 2007-08 to 2015-16 period, with a maximum 
of 110,000 ha in the 2013-14 harvest. Productivity is 
consistent with average yields of around 1.80 tonnes 
per hectare which is greater than the Darling Downs and 

comparable with Australian median yields. DAF models 
indicate that 1.6 ton/ha to be low. Yields under CTF 
systems are modelled to most likely generate average yields 
between 2.2 and four t/ha. Wheat production for the 
period has ranged from a low of 40,000 tonnes in 2015-
16 (reflecting chickpea planting) to a high of 207,000 
tonnes in the 2007-08 season.

Only a small proportion of wheat rates as high protein 
(Australian Prime Hard APH), the remainder typically 
displays medium to low protein and is destined for 
domestic milling and feed grains market.

Mungbeans
15 per cent of the national mungbean crop is grown in the 
Central Highlands, valued at $22 million.

Mungbeans are the only summer pulse crop grown in the 
Central Highlands and are growing in popularity due to 
the shorter growing period, lower water requirements and 
higher average prices. Mungbeans are grown as both a 
raingrown and irrigated crop.

During the five years 2010-11 to 2014-15, Australia 
exported an average of 76,000 tonnes annually (90 
per cent) representing a total value of $86 million. Pulse 
Australia estimates that around 20,000 tonne of mungbean 
were produced annually in the Central Highlands region 
during that period.

Sources: ABS 2015-2016; ACIL Allen (2017); QLUMP (2009); Pulse Australia 
(2017); www.graincorp.com.au/regeneration (2017); QDPIF (2009)  
Estimating the economic implications for broadacre cropping farms

70,000ha
AVERAGE AREA PLANTED 

TO SORGHUM, 2007 - 2016 

15%
PERCENTAGE 
OF NATIONAL 
MUNGBEAN 

CROP

$207m
VALUE OF CHICKPEA 

PRODUCTION
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The region is expected to increase its production and value 
to $100 million in 2016-17 due to the introduction of new, 
improved and more flexible planting varieties. 

On average 14,000 hectares are planted to irrigated 
cotton, which is 60 per cent of the total irrigation area, 
but total area planted can be as high as 25,000 hectares.  
Whilst irrigators have the ability to grow a range of crops 
under irrigation, cotton is the crop of choice with superior 
gross margins and return per megalitre of water.  

The area planted to cotton is influenced by global cotton 
prices and the availability of water.  In times of high prices 
and soil moisture, raingrown cotton is planted across  
the region.

There are more than 30 cotton enterprises in the Central 
Highlands.  Most are family owned with some large  
scale corporations.

The region has one of the highest rates of adoption in 
Australia of the cotton industry’s voluntary farm and 
environmental management system for growers; myBMP. 
Cotton myBMP is aligned with internationally recognised 
quality assurance programs and marketing initiatives for 
sustainable cotton production.

The cotton industry is particularly advanced in the use of 
precision agriculture. Digital and wireless technology are 
commonly employed to monitor weather, for irrigation 
decisions and control, and yield monitoring, mapping  
and quality.

The cotton sector is supported by two cotton gins and 
a range of diverse and competitive local agribusiness 
suppliers.  

Cotton Gin
Two state-of-the-art cotton gins are located at Emerald and 
Yamala.  The gins process the seed cotton from growers 
into baled lint ready for spinning into yarn.

Organisation Location Capacity

Queensland Cotton Emerald 700 bales per day

Louis Dreyfus 
Commodities

Yamala 1,100 bales per day

 
CHDC 2017

Markets
Ginned cotton is transported by road and exported through 
the Port of Brisbane.

China (42 per cent) is the major buyer of Central 
Highlands’ cotton.  Smaller markets include Indonesia  
(14 per cent), Vietnam (11 per cent) and Bangladesh  
(nine per cent).

Cotton Seed
A by-product of the ginning process is cotton seed, of which 
the Central Highlands produces approximately 35,000 
tonnes annually.  The majority is sold as supplementary 
cattle rations and in some seasons is exported.

Sources: ABS 2015-2016; ACIL Allen (2017); Cotton Australia

COTTON IS THE PRINCIPAL IRRIGATED CROP GROWN IN THE CENTRAL 
HIGHLANDS, VALUED AT $58 MILLION AND ACCOUNTING FOR FIVE PER 
CENT OF THE NATIONAL CROP.

Cotton

Cotton Production 2013 - 2017

Season 
ending

Total Area 
(ha)

Bales 
(no.)

Value 
($,000)

Seed 
(tonne)

Value 
($,000)2

Total Value 
($,000)

2017 19,943 168,775 86,075 43,882 14,481 100,556

2016 14,520 139,392 71,090 36,242 10,510 81,600

2015 10,948 104,006 50,963 27,042 9,565 60,528

2014 14,900 140,600 67,488 36,556 9,139 76,627

2013 14,800 118,400 54,464 30,784 7,080 61,544

Cotton Australia July 2017

8.9bales/ha
AVERAGE YIELD, 2013 – 2017

$58m
VALUE OF COTTON LINT 

PRODUCTION

5%
PERCENTAGE OF 

AUSTRALIAN  
CROP
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A wide range of fruit, vegetables and edible nut 
plantations is in commercial production across 2,475 
hectares with additional current development bringing 
the total area to nearly 5,000 hectares of irrigated land.  
Production includes: avocadoes; citrus fruit (lemons, 
limes, mandarins); figs; lychees; mangoes; melons; table 
grapes; garlic; potatoes and macadamias.

Citrus and table grapes are the two largest horticultural 
commodities grown in the region, comprising 
respectively 1,005 hectares and 1,310 hectares of 
the total area planted. With access to secure water, 
available land and proximity to markets, the Central 
Highlands horticultural sector is rapidly expanding.

ABS calculates the total value of horticulture at $26 
million however the sector is significantly larger and 
underreported for reasons of privacy and commercial 
in-confidence.

Horticultural growers employ a large seasonal labour 
force needed primarily at harvesting and pruning. 
Australian Government programs such as the  Seasonal 
Workers Scheme for the Pacific Region and East Timor; 
Working Holiday visa programs, and 457 (employer 
sponsored) Visas are important schemes used to secure 
the temporary workforce.

Processing and Packing
Major producers 2PH, Romeo’s Best, Cordoma Farms 
and Evergreen Farms have modern processing facilities 
for citrus and table grapes, which including packaging 
and cooling facilities.

Markets
Significant international and Australian private 
companies operate vertically integrated operations 
which sell high growth and high value crops into the 
strong export market of the Asia Pacific region through 
the Port of Brisbane. Larger companies have established 
distribution networks across Australia.

Produce is also sold through major wholesale companies 
that directly supply supermarkets including Coles, 
Woolworths, ALDI and IGA, and the metropolitan 
markets of Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and Perth. 

Central Highlands Exports 2016 - Horticulture

Commodity Major Markets (share)

Table Grapes Philippines (37%)
Papua New Guinea (13%)
Vietnam (10%)

Mandarins China (26%)
Thailand (25%)
United Arab Emirates (12%)

ACIL Allen 2017 

The opportunity for horticulture continues to strengthen 
due to growth in size and value of middle class 
consumer in Asia, and progress of Free Trade 
Agreements.

Citrus
Over $40 million of citrus is grown in the Central 
Highlands, predominantly mandarins with smaller areas 
of lemon and limes.

Mandarins

Varieties Seasonal availability

Imperial, Murcott, 
Afourer, Phoenix, 
Hickson and Taylor-Lee

February to September

*ABS data survey can vary significantly due to survey and privacy requirements.  
Table grape industry has estimated 2015-16 production at $60.2 million; ACIL 
Allen estimates citrus value to be $40 million.

THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS’ SUB-TROPICAL CLIMATE AND GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION 
ALLOW HORTICULTURAL PRODUCERS TO PROVIDE COUNTER-SEASONAL SUPPLY OF 
EARLY SEASON FRESH PRODUCE FROM THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE INTO ASIA.  THE 
SEASONAL WINDOW ALLOWS THE PLACEMENT OF PRODUCT INTO BOTH DOMESTIC 
AND INTERNATIONAL MARKETS AT TIMES WHICH ATTRACT PREMIUM PRICING.

Horticulture

HORTICULTURE PRODUCTION*

2,475ha
AREA OF HORTICULTURAL 

PRODUCTION

17
NUMBER OF 

HORTICULTURAL 
ENTERPRISES

$100m>
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5%
PERCENTAGE OF 
NATIONAL TABLE 

GRAPE CROP
VALUE OF CITRUS 

PRODUCTION

$40m

2PH
2PH is a citrus market leader that has 
grown from a small family concern 
into one of the largest privately 
owned mandarin orchards in the 
Southern Hemisphere.  The company 
has more than 600 hectares of citrus, 
with 300,000 productive trees and 
220 hectares under table grapes.

The orchards are supported by world 
class automated citrus and table 
grape packaging facilities.

2PH employs more than 50 full time staff 
and a seasonal workforce of 600 in field, 
packing and supervisory roles.  70 per 
cent of the seasonal workforce are Pacific 
Islanders, engaged through the Seasonal 
Worker Program.

The company invests in a comprehensive 

on-farm research and development 
program to meet specific consumer 
demand, planting more than 10 hectares 
dedicated to the cultivation of new citrus 
varieties and developing unique ‘seedless’ 
produce with better colour and taste.

The breeding program produced the 
‘Eureka’, Australia’s first seedless lemon, 

‘Taylor Lee’, a large full flavoured 
mandarin, and the ‘Phoenix’, a 
seedless Murcott mandarin which has 
become the company’s key export.  
2PH develops products which are 
unique to the company and continues 
to grow demand.  In 2015-16, 
2PH represented approximately 90 
per cent of Queensland mandarin 
exports.

Moving forward 2PH is investing 
in additional plantings, production 

facility upgrades and expansion while 
remaining focussed on quality.

Unique products and a driven focus on 
“right fruit, right box, right time” to ensure 
quality, makes 2PH one of the well-
recognised citrus brands in Australia  
and Asia.

Lemons

Varieties Seasonal availability

Eureka, Lisbon and 
Meyer

January to August; seedless 
varieties mature earlier than 
seeded 

Limes

Varieties Seasonal availability

Tahitian All year; weather dependant

Packaging and Transport
Mandarins and other citrus are packed in nine kilogram 
cartons predominantly for the domestic market and 15 
kilogram cartons for export.  Each shipping container 
has the capacity to hold 1,260 cartons, or 22 tonnes of 
fruit.

Table Grapes
The Central Highlands is one of the prime table grape 
producing regions in Australia, with ABS valuing the 
industry output at $22 million and supplying five per 

cent of the national crop. Local producers observe that 
the likely value for the same period is greater than $60 
million given the high price of grapes (greater than $6 
per kg) for 2015-16.

The grapes grown in the Central Highlands are targeted 
at the early-season, higher-price domestic market 
(November and early December).

Varieties Seasonal availability

Menindee Seedless, 
Crimson Seedless, 
Flame Seedless and 
Midnight Beauty

November to January

Packaging and Transport
Central Highlands grapes have outstanding internal 
quality and ship exceptionally well in refrigeration. Travel 
time to major export markets is short.  Grapes can be 
airfreighted overnight.  If shipped by sea, they arrive 
within 15-20 days.

Sources: ABS 2015-2016; ACIL Allen (2017); SunWater/ Central Highlands 
Development Corporation; 2PH Farms; N. Crook

VALUE OF GRAPE  
PRODUCTION

$60m
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Notably, Hinkler Park Plantations has 
established a macadamia nursery 
and is in the process of planting 
350,000 grafted trees. Other 
enterprises have established small 
commercial plantations of mangoes 
(75 trees) and avocadoes (70 trees) 
under netting, as well as figs (3,800 
trees).

The Central Highlands is currently 
free from many of the pests and 
diseases that affect plant production 
in established, larger production 
regions. Maintaining freedom 
from these pests through effective 
biosecurity measures is considered 
essential.

Producers are also developing their 
own market channels to differentiate 
and sell products in smaller portions 
for domestic markets with “direct to 
door” organic pork and Dorper lamb 
livestock enterprises established in the 
region. A commercial irrigated turf 
enterprise also services the Central 
Highlands region.

Lychees
The Central Highlands has more than 
7,300 lychee trees planted over 30 
hectares, producing 32 tonnes of 
lychees per year, or approximately 
one per cent of the national average 
lychee production. Lychees are 
harvested during the Christmas 
season, when demand and prices 
are highest. Annual yield is forecast 
to reach in excess of 75 tonnes per 
annum by 2019.

Varieties

Kwai May Pink, Wai Chee and 
Bai Ta Ying

Seasonal availability

November, December

Export Centre
Brisbane Port

Packaging and Transport
Lychees are chilled and placed in 
perforated plastic bags before being 

packed in either five kilogram two 
piece cartons or two kilogram cartons 
depending on market. They require 
refrigerated transport.   

Market Type
Wholesale markets and domestic 
supermarkets in all east coast 
capital cities. Export markets include 
Hong Kong, China, Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand.

Macadamias
The Central Highlands currently has 
over 350,000 seedling and grafted 
macadamia trees in production.  The 
plants are grown out for 12 months 
before being grafted, grown out for a 
further 12 months and then planted.  
It will take approximately five years 
from the time of planting to receive 
the first crop, and up to 15 years for 
a macadamia tree to reach maturity 
and maximum yield.

Melons
4,000 tonnes of sweet, seedless 
watermelons are produced in the 
Central Highlands each year on an 
average area of 30 hectares. The 
secure water supply and the Central 
Highlands’ sub-tropical weather 
allow producers to grow two crops of 
melons a year to meet times of highest 
market demand.

Varieties

Royal Armada and Ruby

Seasonal availability

July to August; November to 
January

Packaging and Transport
Watermelons are packed in 
octagonal 90 centimetre cartons 
for field to market distribution via 
refrigerated chiller road freight.

Market Type
Wholesale markets and domestic 
supermarkets in all east coast  
capital cities.

Peanuts
The Central Highlands region is a key 
supplier of Hi Oleic peanut in shell 
and peanut kernels. 855 hectares 
of peanuts worth nearly $935,000 
was grown under pivot and flood 
irrigation in 2015-16.

Varieties

Wheeler, Holt, Page and Kairi

Seasonal availability

April to June; October

Packaging and Transport
Peanuts are transported by general 
road freight to Kingaroy.

Market Type
All peanuts are sold to Peanut 
Company of Australia (PCA) who 
process and market high quality 
peanut in shell, peanut kernels and 
other peanut products.

Potatoes
Irrigated potatoes have been grown 
in the Comet region since 2012.

Varieties

Atlantic

Seasonal availability

August - September

Packaging and Transport
Potatoes destined for processing are 
transported via general road freight; 
fresh or table potatoes are packed in 
hessian bags for road transport and 
normally despatched to market on the 
same day.

Market Type
Domestic quality fresh market and 
processing (crisping) markets. 

Sources: SunWater/ Central Highlands Development 
Corporation; Hinkler Park Plantations; J. Staier; M & 
T Daunt; ACIL Allen (2017); Colliers International; 
Cunzolo Farms; Central Highlands Cotton Growers  
& Irrigators Association

TREE CROP PLANTATIONS CONTINUE TO EXPAND RAPIDLY IN THE CENTRAL 
HIGHLANDS DUE TO ITS REDUCED FROST AND CYCLONE RISK, COUPLED 
WITH AVAILABLE LAND AND WATER.

Emerging and Niche Industries

AGRIBUSINESS: Central Highlands, Queensland, Australia
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653 vessels
130,776 (T) Beef Cattle

164 vessels
139,550 (T) Grain

1,763 vessels
89,159 (T) Grain

2,411 vessels
853,487 (T) Meat
1,726,640 (T) Grain
279,302 (T) Fruit and Vegetables

Gladstone

Bundaberg

Longreach

Roma

Dalby

Rolleston

Tambo

Emerald

Townsville

Mackay

Rockhampton

Biloela

Brisbane

Yamala

Moura

Capella

Springsure

Gindie
Dingo

Clermont

Toowoomba

Freight and Logistics
Produce is transported primarily by road and rail networks 
to, from and through the Central Highlands.

Road
The Central Highlands is strategically located on the cross 
section of two major highways and freight routes;

•  Capricorn Highway (East – West) linking Rockhampton, 
Longreach and beyond to North West Queensland and 
the Northern Territory.

•  Gregory Highway (North – South) linking Charters 
Towers to New South Wales, identified as the inland 
transport alternative between Cairns and Melbourne.

Major roads in the region are sealed, dual carriage, 
weather proof and allow road trains (Type 1) and 
B-Doubles.

The Central Highlands is well serviced by numerous 
local and national road transport companies providing 
livestock, dry and general freight, and refrigerated chiller 
freight capabilities.

Rail
The region has 20 tonne axle load, electrified rail links 
to Gladstone, South to Brisbane, and North to Mackay 

and Townsville, seamlessly integrating the region into the 
existing Queensland rail network.  Electrified rail provides 
operational and cost benefits compared to diesel trains. 

The Central West Line runs through the centre of the 
Central Highlands, from Winton in the west, through 
Emerald and connecting to Rockhampton to the east.

Aurizon provides livestock and grain freight services.   
In peak grain season, Aurizon rails up to seven trains  
a week in Central Queensland.

Air
Emerald airport is located 6 kilometres south of 
the Emerald town centre.  It has two runways and 
accommodates both fixed wing and rotary aircraft.  
Daily services by QantasLink and Virgin Australia 
(in partnership with Air Alliance) connect Emerald to 
Brisbane, moving over 200,000 passengers per year.

Port
The Central Highlands is ideally situated for product to 
be delivered to the eastern seaport of choice, namely 
Gladstone (distance from Emerald to port 369 km), 
Mackay (393km), Townsville (612 km), and Brisbane 
(886 km), by road or rail. 

AGRIBUSINESS: Central Highlands, Queensland, Australia

18



653 vessels
130,776 (T) Beef Cattle

164 vessels
139,550 (T) Grain

1,763 vessels
89,159 (T) Grain

2,411 vessels
853,487 (T) Meat
1,726,640 (T) Grain
279,302 (T) Fruit and Vegetables

Gladstone

Bundaberg

Longreach

Roma

Dalby

Rolleston

Tambo

Emerald

Townsville

Mackay

Rockhampton

Biloela

Brisbane

Yamala

Moura

Capella

Springsure

Gindie
Dingo

Clermont

Toowoomba

CQ Inland Port
Funding has been secured to build an intermodal freight 
hub at the greenfield site of Yamala.  The CQ Inland 
Port will improve supply chain efficiency and incentivise 
greater utilisation of rail freight. The CQ Inland Port 
will service the agricultural catchment and facilitate 
bulk and containerised aggregation. The development 
includes plans for a multi-user rail siding which can 
facilitate 42 wagon trains for anchor tenant GrainCorp, 
as well container storage and handling of 5000 TEU 
(twenty-foot equivalent) capacity in its initial stage.

The CQ Inland Port site has been identified in the 
Central Highlands Regional Council Planning Scheme 
(2016) as Special Industry Zone which allows a diverse 

range of commercial and industrial style businesses to 
be developed at the CQ Inland Port.  Permitted uses 
that are exempt and Code Assessable include:

•  High Impact Industry - Abattoirs, Concrete batching/
products, Engineering, Oilseed processing

•  Special Industry - Tanneries, Rendering plant, 
Stockfeed and Fertilisers

•  Transport Depot Business - Trucks, Buses and Heavy 
Machinery

•  Service Station - Fuel/Food

The Louis Dreyfus Cotton Gin is based adjacent to the 
Yamala site.

www.cqinlandport.com.au

Department of Transport and Main Roads (2016) Trade Statistics for Queensland Ports
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Research
Research and development is undertaken by Queensland 
and Australian Government institutions, universities and 
private organisations.

Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF)
Located in Emerald, DAF provides research and extension 
to agricultural industries across Queensland.  Its key 
research capabilities are:

Grains
• pulse agronomy
• soil management and crop nutrition
• farming systems
• cereal agronomy

Cotton
• plant pathology and entomology
• farming systems

Beef
• pasture agronomy
• herd management
• cattle nutrition
• enterprise analysis and herd modelling
• grazing management

Biosecurity
• stock and animal welfare
• plant biosecurity
• invasive plants and animals.  

Industry Development
• rural economic development 
• market chain development
• links between producers and value adding opportunities
• links between training organisations and agriculture
• guidance on planning approvals and processes

DAF employs 25 staff in Emerald. www.daf.qld.gov.au

CQUniversity - Emerald campus
CQUniversity’s research organisation, The Institute for 
Future Farming Systems, was established in 2015 to 
provide a strong agricultural research capacity to foster 
the ongoing success of agribusiness.

Fully refurbished in 2017, CQUniversity Emerald 
campus has laboratory and field facilities and provides a 
welcoming and supportive environment for postgraduate 
students and visiting researchers. The university offers 
a multidisciplinary team of researchers with active 
collaborations with researchers in Australia and around 
the world.

THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS AGRIBUSINESS SECTOR IS COMPETITIVE AND 
DIVERSE AND IDEALLY PLACED TO MEET DEMAND FOR PRODUCTS AND 
SERVICES FROM NORTHERN AUSTRALIA AND ASIA.

Agribusiness - Research, 
Consulting, Technology 
and Education

44% People with Post School Qualifications Australian Bureau of Statistics (2015-16)

Population

 27,999
Median age

33 years (Aus = 38)

Five Largest Towns (by population)

Emerald 13,532
Blackwater  4,749
Tieri  1,129
Springsure 1,103
Capella 1,010

13,240 (47%)

14,756 (53%)
Managers

Professionals

Tradesmen

Machinery 
Operators

Labourers

Proportion of Businesses by Sector Employment Profile

Agriculture – 
(1,183)

38%

48%

26%

2nd 
Agriculture is the 
second largest 

employer 

Regional Workforce
The Central Highlands has a young, skilled population with strong agricultural focus.
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The university’s agricultural research strengths and focus 
are in the following areas: 
• agricultural management systems
• precision livestock management
• precision horticulture
• non-invasive sensor systems
•  mechatronics, automation and mobile technology
•  environmental monitoring and management
• regional development

CQUniversity’s Emerald campus has been nominated by 
the Queensland Government to host a Rural Economies 
Centre of Excellence from 2018.  The centre will 
be focused on identifying and unlocking economic 
development opportunities to transform rural economies 
and create job growth.

Consulting
Agribusiness consultants provide advice across all aspects 
of the sector, helping producers and value chain members 
to apply best-practice and technology to their enterprises. 

There is increasing demand for professional, scientific and 
technical services provided from the Central Highlands to 
regional, Australian and international clients in the Pacific, 
South East Asia and Africa:

Agribusiness management
• agribusiness finance
• equity investment in agribusiness
• financial management and reporting
• property acquisition and marketing
• cattle production and marketing
• succession planning
•  accessing government assistance and grant programs
• land tenure
• resource company negotiations

Agronomy services for cropping and pastures
• plant species and varieties
• fertiliser strategies
• weed and disease control
• chemical and fertiliser application programs
• crop rotation
• livestock production and management
• soil and plant nutrition

Animal health and nutrition
• pasture, crop and fodder management and nutrition
• quality assurance

• animal breeding and herd improvements
• disease diagnosis, treatment and surveillance

Environmental management
• water and soil sampling
• biological monitoring
• compliance reporting
• data management and interpretation
 
• vegetation management
• site rehabilitation
• land and water management
•  industry-based environmental management programs  

and audits

Technology
Central Highlands agribusiness are developing, building 
and servicing the technology which is driving production 
gains and efficiencies in all parts of agriculture with the 
potential to supply products and services globally.

The region is a strong service centre for a diverse range 
of Precision Agriculture and other early-stage commercial 
technologies:
• drone applications
• guidance and machine control
• GPS, RTK systems
• yield mapping and traceability
• precision livestock management
• irrigation management
• survey and design services
• equipment design
• technology support
• precision agronomy
• data analysis and software
• data transfer and connectivity

AgTeCH Build It. Use It. Profit.
The Central Highlands hosts AgTeCH, a major biennial 
innovation and technology event for the Australian 
agricultural community.  Held in Emerald, the event 
brings together the smartest minds at the intersection of 
agriculture, machinery and technology to explore the future 
of agribusiness and showcase the latest innovations to 
improve farm and business profitability.

The inaugural event in 2017 was sold out, attracting over 
240 participants, highlighting the Central Highlands’ 
interest and role as a growing technology service hub  
for the agriculture sector.

AGRIBUSINESS: Central Highlands, Queensland, Australia
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Equipment and Products
Central Highlands businesses manufacture, supply and 
service a wide range of agricultural equipment and 
machinery including:

• Auto-electrics
• Trucks
• Tractors
• Harvesters and cotton pickers
• Soil cultivation equipment
• Agricultural chemical spray rigs 
• Livestock handling equipment and cattle yards
•  Water and irrigation systems, supply and installation

Regional businesses provide a comprehensive range 
of farm-related merchandise designed to improve farm 
output and efficiency including crop protection chemicals, 
fertilisers and animal health products.

Education
The Central Highlands has a strong reputation for 
the relevance and quality of its agricultural education 
programs. Students can undertake both vocational and 
degree programs from Emerald.

Queensland Agricultural Training College (QATC) – 
Emerald Campus
QATC Emerald campus is a purpose built agricultural 
training facility located on the Capricorn Highway 
three kilometres east of Emerald.  It delivers accredited 
vocational agricultural training, in accordance with the 
Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF).

The College runs a combination of raingrown and 
irrigated operations, with 440 hectares dedicated 
to irrigated cropping.  DAF research trials are also 
conducted at this site.  The College training facilities 
are complemented by a 9,300 hectare cattle property 
‘Berrigurra’.

Pop up workshops and short courses are also offered to 
the public.  www.qatc.edu.au

CQUniversity – Emerald Campus
CQUniversity was Queensland’s first dual sector university 
offering both trade-based apprenticeships and post-
graduate qualifications.  The Emerald campus offers both 
a three year full-time and six year part-time Bachelor of 
Agriculture, which includes an embedded Diploma of 
Agriculture in its first year. The degree delivers cutting 
edge knowledge and skills required for employment in 
today’s technology driven agribusiness, cropping and 
livestock industries. 

It is also a centre for students studying trade-based 
apprenticeships (Engineering-Fabrication, Automotive Air-
Conditioning, Mechanical and Mobile Plant technology) 
and provides a dedicated Distance Education Centre.  
www.cqu.edu.au

Ag-Grow Field Days
Ag-Grow is a three day agricultural field event held in 
Emerald, annually in July featuring a Multi-breed Beef Bull 
Sale, Horse Sale, Colt Starting Challenge and Working 
Cattle Dog Sale.

SwarmFarm Robotics
“SwarmFarm is empowering farmers 
and agribusiness to deploy new 
technology in their farming systems. It’s 
one of the few robotic companies in 
the world that has real working robots 
operating on real farms meeting real 
farmer needs. The technology will 
lead to higher yields, more efficient 
use of inputs and better outcomes 
for the environment.” Andrew Bate, 
Managing Director & CEO

Agricultural robotics is the focus of 
SwarmFarm Robotics, an innovative start 
up company based in Gindie, Central 
Highlands.

The company is producing the next 
generation of agricultural robots that will 
transform the way farming enterprises 
manage their crops.  ‘Swarms’ of smart, 
mobile and automated robots have been 
designed to undertake tasks slowly, 
carefully and with great precision.

The technology offers incredible potential 
for farmers to increase yields, more 
effectively use inputs, manage labour 
resources and more effectively and 
significantly improve capital productivity.  
It also offers exciting benefits in terms 
of reduced environmental impacts of 
agriculture.

The robots are a four-wheeled articulated 
design, with adjustable height and width, 

a unique navigation system that works 
in ‘swarms’ (multiples) of small robots 
and the capacity for precise weed 
detection.  A network allows the robots 
to talk to one another and return to the 
fuelling station when they are low.

The robots were initially used solely 
as sprayers for the cropping industry, 
but have since evolved to suit many 
different applications.  “Mowbot”, 
a prototype robot with mowing 
capabilities, is generating strong 
interest from the turf industry.

SwarmFarm has partnered with Bosch 
Australia to develop the robots for 
commercial production and is expected 
to begin manufacture and delivery of the 
robots to early-adopter farmers in 2018. 

SwarmFarm Robotics employ 15 staff, 
including an engineering team and a field-
testing team, and expects to significantly 
expand in 2018.
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Central Highlands Development Corporation
Central Highlands Development Corporation (CHDC) is 
the lead economic and tourism development agency for 
the Central Highlands region.

The organisation actively partners with industry experts, 
businesses, government and communities to drive growth, 
enable innovation, build capability and deliver economic 
outcomes.

CHDC facilitates a wide range of projects and initiatives 
across the region and is proactive in providing relevant 
advice, statistical information, workshops and networks to 
support business, industry, government and community.

www.chdc.com.au

       @chdcqld             @CHDCorp

Central Highlands Accelerate Agribusiness 
(CHAA) Initiative
In 2016, the CHDC and the Central Highlands Regional 
Council (CHRC) established the Central Highlands 
Accelerate Agribusiness (CHAA) initiative to grow, 
promote and realise the value and opportunities for all 
businesses producing agricultural and food products, 
processing and providing other value-adding services  
in the Central Highlands. 

The skills-based CHAA Strategic Advisory Group has 
been appointed for a three-year term from 1 February 
2017. Collectively, these respected individuals bring 
strong expertise in grain, cotton, beef, and horticulture, 
domestic and international supply chain systems, market 
development and trade, and digital technologies.

PRODUCTION 
EXCELLENCE

Cultivate and promote 
agricultural and 
its service industry 
capability to fully 
utilise agricultural 
resources and 
sustainably grow the 
value of production

CONNECTED 
COMPETITIVE 
SUPPLY CHAINS

Strengthening the 
Central Highlands 
region’s role as the 
gateway and hub to 
northern and western 
Queensland

REVERED 
REGIONAL 
BRAND(S)

Build a revered 
region by promoting 
premium products and 
services and foster the 
Central Highlands’ 
comparative 
advantages through 
targeted marketing 
strategies

READY FOR 
BUSINESS

Grow investment and 
supply-chain ready 
Central Highlands 
businesses; identify 
regional investment 
opportunities with 
national and global 
market potential

FEARLESS 
INVENTION

Foster knowledge-
intensive and 
high-tech industries 
and communities 
within the Central 
Highlands to power 
future  economic 
opportunity

1 2 3 4 5

A high and rising standard of living supported by a high quality business environment 
that fosters innovation and growing agricultural productivity.

OUR GOAL

About CHDC

Contact
Agribusiness Development Coordinator
Central Highlands Development Corporation
Postal Address: PO Box 1425, Emerald Qld 4720
Office Address: 31 Ruby Street, Emerald Qld 4720
T 07 4982 4386 F 07 4982 4068 E ealexander@chdc.com.au
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Disclaimer: Central Highlands Development Corporation (CHDC) has prepared the information in this document as a general reference only. CHDC has made every effort to ensure that the details 
in this document are correct and cannot be held liable for any inaccuracy or misrepresentation, whether by inclusion, omission, change or withdrawal of services without notice. CHDC does not 
accept liability for any errors, losses or damage that arise from the use of this document.  All persons using or relying upon this document do so at their own risk and undertake sole responsibility for 
assessing the relevance and accuracy of that content and should not act or refrain from acting solely on the basis of this document.  In this document, references to other sources and resources are 
made available solely for convenience and may not remain current or be maintained and are not an endorsement.  CHDC is not responsible for the content, materials or privacy practices associated 
with noted sources and resources.  If you become aware of any problems with this document, you must inform CHDC immediately.
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